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ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYSWELCOME

So here it is, the 34th Orkney Folk 
Festival. Unbelievably we’re still going. 
Despite economic turmoil, climate 
change and Stromness roadworks we 
are still here. We’ve got a shiny new 
office at the Northlink Terminal building 
and word has it we will even have new 
walkie-talkies come May. It’s all go. 

Indeed the line-up has taken some 
putting together this year. A bit of this 
and a bit of that, some new faces 
and some familiar old ones all thrown 
together to play in Stromness and 
other parishes of Orkney, including 
three islands this year (Westray, 
Sanday and Shapinsay) doing our 
best to bring us all together on Festival 
weekend without diluting the magic of 
Stromness. 
The improvements to Stromness are 
nearly complete so we are hoping for 
good weather to showcase Orkney, her 
music, her talent and her quirkiness 
to all our valued visitors. We’ve a few 

special events planned for the weekend, and we’ve even been 
getting in on the act of ‘Tattoo fixing’. So here’s to Orkney, 
“Waes Hale, they drink to their own!”

- Bob Gibbon • Festival Director

#SOCIALFESTIVAL
Given that festivals are inherently social affairs, social media is a 
very fine thing for keeping the buzz going long after the final strains 
of the last errant banjoist have died down. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and - new for 2016 - Instagram, to be in the loop throughout 
the weekend, and well beyond. It’s a two-way street, mind; we love 
seeing what you’ve been up to (and what we’ve very often missed, 
from the engine room), so make sure to tag us as you go.

/orkneyfolkfestival  @OrkneyFolkFest  @OrkneyFolkFest 

Bir thday Celebrations
Next year marks the Orkney Folk Festival’s 35th outing - gee whiz. 
We entirely agree that we don’t look a day over 34, but it’ll soon be 
upon us, and you’re all cordially invited back for the party! Plans 
are already underway for a few special celebrations, so keep your 
eyes peeled (and where better than on the social media channels, 
above?) for announcements over the coming months.
2017 - May 25-28
2018 - May 24-27 (If you can’t make the 35th, technically every 
year’s a birthday party!)

The Nor thern Isles Festival Tattoo
Just a few days before Orkney plays host to a series of national 
events commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of the 
Battle of Jutland, the festival will stage its own ‘Military Tattoo’-style 
event, celebrating Orkney and Shetland’s maritime history.
A first of its kind for the Orkney Folk Festival, the Northern Isles 
Festival Tattoo will host a choreographed, massed performance 
of fiddles, pipes, drums, song and community spirit in Kirkwall’s 
Pickaquoy Centre on Saturday night – and no raincoats required!

Taking centre stage will be 
Shetland’s county fiddle group, 
Hjaltibonhoga – fresh from two 
consecutive Edinburgh Military 
Tattoos, as well as stadium 
performances in Australia and New 
Zealand – the Kirkwall City Pipe 
Band, Maggie Adamson and Brian 
Nicholson, Ivan Drever, as well as 
many more special guests.

Ivan Drever ’s Bir thday Gathering
Undoubtedly one of Orkney’s best known musicians and singers, 
Ivan Drever is returning to the Orkney Folk Festival to celebrate his 
sixtieth birthday.
Originally from Sanday, Ivan is now resident in Norway, and 
regularly tours Scandinavia, the USA and the UK. With a career 

spanning over four 
decades, he has 
released some 15 
solo albums, and is 
famed not only for 
his solo work, but 
duo partnerships with 
Duncan Chisholm, 
and Ian Cooper, as 
well as eight years 
fronting Celtic rock 
band Wolfstone, in the 
1990s. His songs and 
tunes are renowned the 
world over, including 
the stunning air The 
Rose of St Magnus and 
arguably Orkney’s most 
recognisable modern-
day folk song, Orkney 
Anthem.

To mark such a milestone celebration, we are handing Ivan 
the baton of the festival’s Gathering events. Since 2011, these 
concerts have celebrated Orkneys’ rich musical heritage, with a 
“who’s-who” house band and guests format – bringing together 
several generations of these islands’ musicians, from rising stars 
to celebrated veterans.
Ivan has hand-picked his band and party guests, and there might 
just be one or two birthday treats on the cards too...
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CELEBRATING FOLK

Jackie Sinclair o’ Lucknow 
and the Music of Shapinsay
Now in its seventh year, the Orkney Heritage Fiddle Project shines a 
spotlight on some of Orkney’s best known musicians and traditional 
composers who are no longer with us. Each year a concert is dedicated 
to revisiting their tunes and celebrating their contribution to Orkney’s folk 
scene.
This year the project visits Shapinsay on Friday night, featuring the music 
of John (Jackie) Sinclair (1929-2013), who penned The Shapinsay Polka. 
Jackie was a fiddler from Shapinsay, one of Orkney’s smaller islands just 
seven miles from Kirkwall, who farmed the land at Lucknow whilst playing 
for many years with both the Shapinsay Music Group and The Shapinsay 
Band. He also had a fine tenor voice and sang with The Men of Orkney 
and the Shapinsay kirk choir. Many local musicians – including the OHFP, 
Shapinsay Music Group, Hadhirgaan, Gemma Harcus, and the Le-Mar 
Girls – will perform music with a Shapinsay connection, followed by supper 
and a ceilidh.

Peedie Folk
Since the very first Orkney Folk Festival, an 
important strand of our programme has been 
events for those just starting out on their 
musical path. Each year we dispatch a number 
of visiting artists to local primary schools and 
let them loose, whilst we also schedule events 
for the whole family to enjoy.
We are therefore delighted to be welcoming the incomparable FUNBOX to 
Orkney for the first time, featuring Anya Scott-Rodgers, Gary Coupland and 
Kevin Macleod (yes, the very same Kevin that’s hosted our Festival Club 
for the last few years); former writers and stars of The Singing Kettle. 
The trio will be with us all weekend, presenting two different shows – 
Animal Magic, and Pirate Party - on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
Join in the fun by dressing up as an animal or a pirate, and get ready 
for singalong songs, catchy new tunes and general silliness galore, all 
delivered with a distinctly Scottish flavour.

Cheers!
Two years ago we were delighted to partner with the Swannay Brewery, to 
create our very own beer – Orkney Session. What we thought sounded like 
a monstrous, yet surely manageable, volume of cask ale quickly sold out 
in 2014, prompting production to be severely scaled upped for last year’s 
festival. That also sold out (it’s very good!), and so we 
are delighted to not only offer another limited 
edition run on the taps this year, but also 
the good stuff in bottled form. Well, it’s 
too fine a brew to be available for four 
days only… 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
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A lot, it would seem - or at least a few key differences between our 
clubs, a few concerts, ceilidhs and other late night revelry. ‘Folk’ 
means a lot of things to a lot of, well, folk – so to help you find your 
way, and the gig that’s right for you, here’s your official guide to 
what to expect from a few different events.

Af ternoon Concer ts
Following the sell-out success of last year’s Sunday Tipple mid-
afternoon concert, we’ve added another two similar gigs to this 
year’s programme. These are short, one hour concerts without an 
interval, with minimal amplification – allowing the idyllic acoustic 
surroundings to do most of the work.

Ceil idhs
Our very popular country ceilidhs are true community affairs, and 
a tale of two halves – a concert running from 7.30pm to around 
10pm, and then a traditional dance until 1am, sandwiched 
between a light supper, and coupled with legendary hospitality. 
The concert sections each feature three or four acts playing to a 
fully seated crowd, after which the seats are pushed to the sides 
of the hall to make way for ceilidh dancing. If you’re not familiar 
with the steps, fear not – the dance band leaders will guide you 
through the paces. No excuses for sitting on the sidelines! 

Festival & Lunchtime Clubs
Intimate, chilled out, cabaret seated concerts with space for just 
100 folk, offering some of the best music and song on offer over 
the weekend. At least one is a must in every festival-goers’ diary, 
so much so that they are often amongst the first events to sell out.

Song Clubs
Our Song Clubs are very much reminiscent of early folk clubs 
– part concert, part sing-around, and an all-round haven for 
song enthusiasts and tradition bearers. Quiet songs and moving 
ballads, rousing choruses, and come-all-ye sing-alongs are all 
at home here – but so too is just sitting back and lapping up the 
atmosphere.

Academy Club
Friday night’s late night club in the Stromness Academy offers 
night owls the chance to catch two astounding groups – RURA, 
and Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra – in a fully seated 
concert, just later in the day.  As you’d expect with a gig at 
10.30pm, though, there may just be a bar, and even a peedie bit of 
space down the front, should you have your dancing shoes handy.

The Stomp 
Saturday night in the 
Academy is home to the 
Stomp – back in 2015 with 
a vengeance, after a few 
years masquerading under 
a different name (though 
never gone from the 
programme). It’s Saturday 
night on the town, so the 
seats are pushed back, 
lights set to ‘spin’, and 
everyone’s hair well and 
truly let down.
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Bea Boys (Orkney)
A group for men who enjoy singing, the Bea choir have been entertaining around Orkney and beyond for over 
ten years now. We are extending a long overdue invitation to them to perform at the festival for the first time, 
and in their home territory of Stromness it should be a fine evening of entertainment indeed.
The Belkie Allsorts (Orkney)
Sanday’s energetic youngsters have been performing as the Belkie Allsorts for just over a year under the 
leadership of volunteer music tutor David Bowen. The school music group play at many of the local events 
and always go down well.
Belt Hid Oot (Orkney)
Making their second Orkney Folk Festival appearance, this band of students from Stromness Academy boasts 
many skilled young players and cracking multi-instrumental arrangements. At the helm is music teacher 
and fiddler, Laura Eunson – herself a former student of Douglas Montgomery, and graduate of the very first 
incarnation of Hadhirgaan. 
Bruce Mainland (Orkney)
Orcadian Bruce is an all-round entertainer, and a regular face at The Reel in Kirkwall. An accomplished 
multi-instrumentalist and vocalist, he certainly knows how to hold a crowd, with song topics ranging from 
the sublime to the bizarre – as showcased on his album, The Lang Road Doon.
The Chair (Orkney)
An annual highlight of the festival is The Chair at Saturday night’s Stomp. If you’ve not seen the band before, 
be prepared for dancing, jumping around, shouting and clucking. In amongst the heady atmosphere you 
might see some flashy fiddle, birling banjo or awesome accordion. This award winning band has travelled far 
and wide in its ten years, but somehow returning to where it all began is just that extra bit special...
The David Bowen Trio (Orkney)
Sanday now has its own professional accordionist and band leader in local music tutor David Bowen. A 
veteran of many BBC Radio Scotland Take the Floor broadcasts, David regularly performs across Scotland 
and has enjoyed playing at various dances throughout Orkney since moving to Sanday 18 months ago.
Dosca (Scotland)
An energetic five piece of bagpipes, flute, guitar, 
bass and drums, Dosca are quickly making a name 
for themselves as one of Scotland’s finest up and 
coming acts. With influences from Scottish and Irish 
folk, as well as a hint of jazz, the band’s self-titled 
debut EP was launched early in 2015, leading them 
on to a number of prominent appearances throughout 
Scotland, including the MG Alba Scots Trad Music 
Awards, Edinburgh’s Usher Hall, and both Piping Live! 
and Celtic Connections in Glasgow.
The Driftwood Cowboys (Orkney)
Three parts Orkney and one part Nashville… The Driftwood Cowboys sound like no other band in the isles 
today. Their songs and tunes portray a landscape of Shopping Week Queens, blackening and barbed wire 
beer… local stories sung to the universal tune of the blues, old time country and folk.
Fiona Driver and Graham Simpson (Orkney)
This year marks Fiona and Graham’s tenth appearance at the Orkney Folk Festival. A lively fiddle and guitar 
duo with exciting arrangements and sparkling compositions, the duo will be showcasing some new material 
to mark the anniversary. Over the last year, they have playing at various festivals in Scotland - including the 
TMSA’s Northern Streams, and the Braemar Arts Festival – alongside many popular appearances at home.
Frank Keenan and Login’s Well (Orkney)
An Orkney-based singer/songwriter and guitarist, Frank Keenan has been writing and recording self-penned 
songs for a good number of years. With two albums to his name, his original material is influenced heavily 
by island life, which he and his band present in an atmospheric, contemporary sound.

Frigg (Finland)
The leading act of the Nordic fiddle scene, Frigg features the 
premier talents of a generation of Finnish folk musicians. 
These seven players draw their strength from the music of 
their homeland, incorporating many other influences from 
their travels to create their own genre - Nordgrass - a joyful 
mix of Nordic folk and American bluegrass. A smash at many 
of the world’s major folk festivals, Frigg present a hair-raising, 
voice-losing, heart-burstingly beautiful gig, of musicianship 

of the highest quality, with more than a hint of mischief and fun.
FunBox (Scotland)
FunBox is the brand new family show from Anya Scott-Rodgers, Gary 
Coupland and Kevin Macleod. Bringing a wealth of experience from 
their days as performers and writers of The Singing Kettle, the trio have 
created a sparkling new show for kids of all ages, from nought to ninety, 
striking a much-loved balance of traditional singalong songs, brand new 
compositions and general silliness, all in a distinctly Scottish flavour.
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JOINING IN THE ACTS ATTENDING THIS YEAR

Whilst we’ve squeezed in just about as many concerts, ceilidhs and 
clubs as possible into just four days, there are also a number of 
opportunities over the festival weekend where you can take part in the 
action. Whether you fancy taking to the stage yourself, trying your hand 
(or feet) at something new, or picking up a few tunes or songs, we 
hope that there’s something to take your fancy.

Workshops
FOOT PERCUSSION – Emmanuelle and Pastelle LeBlanc (Vishtèn) – 
Saturday, 3pm (1hr) - £5 
Have you ever marvelled at French Canadian foot percussion, and 
wondered how it’s done? Now’s your chance to find out, and give it a 
go! All you need are your feet, and Emmanuelle and Pastelle will guide 
you through the steps.

ACADIAN FIDDLE (intermediate-advanced) – Pascal Miousse (Vishtèn) – 
Saturday, 3pm (1hr) - £5
The distinctive Acadian fiddling style is unique to the French-speaking 
regions of Canada’s east coast, having evolved from the traditions and 
early instruments brought over by settlers in the late 1600s. Pascal Miousse 
is a direct descendant of the first colonial families to inhabit the Magdalene 
Islands; a windswept archipelago steeped in a distinct musical heritage. 

UKULELE - Zoè Bestel – Saturday 3pm (1hr) - £5

ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL CHOIR – Aimee Leonard – Saturday and Sunday, 
11am (2hrs, both days) - £10 per day
Following the success of last year’s inaugural Orkney Folk Festival choir, 
Aimee Leonard is back with two more group singing masterclasses – 
ahead of a performance in the Stromness Town Hall as part of the Sunday 
Supplement afternoon concert. Attendance both days is necessary if 
you wish to participate in the concert.

All workshops take place in Stromness Community Centre. Places 
are limited, so we strongly recommend advance booking online, at 
www.orkneyfolkfestival.com 

Open Stage
The Open Stage is – as it says on the tin – a stage open to all: soloists 
or groups; singers, musicians or both. With a billed slot at next year’s 
festival up for grabs, in return for just a 10 minute acoustic set, it’s a 
hard-fought competition – and perhaps more so as we look ahead to 
the festival’s 35th anniversary in 2017. 
Introduced to the festival programme in 2006, the Open Stage has, 
over its last 10 years, encouraged a vast array of new, promising or 
just hidden musical talent to the fore, and now many of its former 
participants appear throughout the programme – including our 2015 
champions, Gleemro. 
If this sounds like something for you, register via our website before 
April 24. Good luck!

F iddlers’ Rally
Hosted by the West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society, the 
Fiddlers’ Rally brings together a great number of musicians from 
throughout Orkney and further afield, for massed performances of 
traditional tunes. It is open to all who want to participate – not just 
fiddlers. If you fancy taking part, download a copy of this year’s sheet 
music from our website, head along to the Stromness Academy 
for a rehearsal on Sunday morning (exact time TBA, within the 
downloadable music), and you’re set!
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Hullion (Orkney)
Firmly established as an Orcadian institution, Hullion are a real crowd-pleaser; fine songs and splendid tunes 
interspersed with winning banter. These seasoned multi-instrumentalists - Andy Cant (fiddle, mandolin, 
bagpipes), Billy Jolly (harmonica, vocals), Ingi Jolly (guitar, vocals), Micky Austin (tenor banjo, mandolin) 
and Owen Tierney (guitar, mandolin, bass, vocals), combine an array of instruments to great effect. 
Ivan Drever (Orkney)
Originally from Sanday, one of Orkney’s north isles, singer-songwriter Ivan Drever is returning to the Orkney 
Folk Festival to celebrate his sixtieth birthday. With a career spanning over four decades, Ivan has released 
some 15 solo albums, and is famed not only for his solo work, but duo partnerships with Duncan Chisholm, 
and Ian Cooper, amongst others, as well as eight years fronting Celtic rock band Wolfstone, in the 1990s. 
He also penned one of Orkney’s best known folk songs, Orkney Anthem (with the chorus; “Isles ne’er 
forgotten…”).
Jenny Keldie and Brian Cromarty (Shetland/Orkney)
A popular vocal duo, Jenny and Brian released their debut album, First Light, 
in late 2014. Here they present a collection of songs from Orkney, Shetland, 
and other places - also in the world.
Jo Philby (Orkney)
Originally from the south of England, Jo Philby has been a welcome addition 
and firm fixture in the Orkney folk scene for over a decade now, with her blend 
of Americana-flavoured traditional and contemporary songs. She has two CDs 
under her belt – Saltwater and Stone and Beneath the Starry Sky – with plans 
for a third in 2016, and regularly tours Scotland and England alongside Elaine 
Grieve, who provides vocal harmonies alongside skilled accompaniment on mandola and guitar.

Julie Fowlis (Scotland)
A multi-award winning Gaelic singer, deeply influenced by her early 
upbringing in the Outer Hebridean island of North Uist, Julie Fowlis has 
graced stages around the globe – from village halls in the Highlands, 
to theatres in Paris, Vienna, London and New York, to singing live at the 
opening ceremony of the Glasgow Commonwealth Games, in 2014, to a 
global TV audience of over one billion. Julie’s career spans ten years and 
four studio albums, whilst she will forever be remembered for singing the 
theme tune to Brave – Disney Pixar’s Oscar, Golden Globe and BAFTA 
winning animated film, set in the ancient Highlands of Scotland.

Kirkwall City Pipe Band (Orkney)
Lead by Pipe Major Laurence Tait, the KCPB is a thriving and sociable band of 
pipers and drummers, with members in their teens to their 70s. The band has an 
impressive collection of silverware, and a strong, dedicated following throughout 
the isles. A true community band, they can regularly be seen performing at local 
events and ceremonies.
Liz Carroll (USA)
One of the world’s most renowned fiddlers and prolific composers, Liz Carroll’s 
tunes have entered into the repertoire of musicians around the globe. Born in 
Chicago of Irish parents, she is a junior and senior All-Ireland Fiddle Champion, 
and has since toured for three decades in a career filled with highlights, none 
less so than when, in 2009, she travelled to Washington D.C to play for fellow 
Chicagoan, President Obama. Her latest album, On the Offbeat, (her eleventh!) has 
been hailed a timeless classic, reaffirming her position as one of the world’s finest 
fiddling talents.

Lynched (Ireland)
From their Dublin base, Lynched combine four-part 
vocal harmonies with arrangements of uilleann 
pipes, concertina, Russian accordion, fiddle and 
guitar. Their repertoire spans humorous music-hall 
ditties and street-songs, classic ballads from the 
traveller tradition, traditional Irish and American 
dance tunes, and their own original material 
- whose collective influences span American 
old-time, ambient techno and psychedelic folk, to 

black metal, punk and rock n’ roll. The group appeared on Later... with Jools Holland in 2015, have toured 
coast-to-coast in the USA, and have appeared at many leading festivals worldwide.
Maggie Adamson and Brian Nicholson (Shetland)
A much-loved fiddle and guitar duo, Maggie and 
Brian’s wide ranging repertoire bridges traditional 
Shetland tunes with American, Scottish, Eastern 
European and classical styles. No strangers to 
Orkney, Maggie and Brian won the festival’s Open 
Stage competition in 2007, when Maggie was just 
15. In the near decade that they have now performed 
together, they have recorded five albums, and have 
toured as far afield as Australia, the United States 
and Norway, as well as to many of Scotland’s 
leading folk festivals.

Gary Coupland (Scotland)
Not only is he the Music Man with FunBox, and previously The Singing Kettle 
(for which he was awarded an MBE in 1999), but multi-instrumentalist Gary 
is also in incredibly high demand as a ceilidh leader – somehow managing to 
squeeze in a mighty 10 dances per week. With his natural ability and instinctive 
pacing, Gary effortlessly keeps a ceilidh going single-handedly with an 
infectious swing.

Gemma Harcus (Orkney)
A sixth-year pupil at Kirkwall Grammar School, Gemma has a long association with music and drama in 
Orkney. She first appeared as the lead in the musical Annie with local group West End Productions, and 
recently travelled to Monaco with a group of Orkney musicians, who performed at the request of Prince 
Albert. KGS’s legendary and much-loved head of music, Ruth Harvey, will accompany Gemma’s songs.
Geoff Lakeman (England)
A Cornishman who has lived on Dartmoor in Devon for the last 38 years, Geoff Lakeman is a stalwart of the 
West Country folk scene, a leading exponent of the rare Crane Duet concertina, and the father of a virtual folk 
dynasty. With an evident and infectious love and knowledge of his native folk traditions, Geoff’s self-written 
songs sit comfortably alongside centuries-old titles not only from 
the West Country, but also the English, Irish and Scottish idioms.
Gleemro (Orkney/Scotland)
Winners of the 2015 Orkney Folk Festival Open Stage, Gleemro 
are Orcadians Kirsty Drever and Jake Watson alongside Amy 
Papiransky, from Keith. All students of music at the University of 
Aberdeen, the trio’s carefully crafted mix of fiddle, guitar, piano 
and vocals saw them triumph in a closely-fought competition, and 
now we welcome them back to the festival to delight audiences 
throughout the weekend.

The Glencraig Scottish Dance Band (Scotland)
Fronted by Nicol McLaren, The Glencraig Scottish Dance Band are one of Scotland’s most in-demand ceilidh 
outfits. They have released a number of popular albums, and made numerous appearances on BBC Radio 
Scotland’s Take the Floor - a programme which Nicol has also guest hosted, standing in for the inimitable 
Robbie Shepherd. The band formed in 1983 to play at a ‘kirk social’, and over three decades later remain one 
of the Scottish Country Dance scene’s finest. 
Gnoss (Orkney)
An award-winning young duo, Orcadians Graham Rorie (fiddle and mandolin) and Aidan Moodie (guitar 
and vocals) are both students at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, and one of Scotland’s hottest up-
and-coming traditional acts. With a musical sensitivity beyond their years, they mix highly-stylistic original 
compositions, traditional tunes, and delicately arranged folk songs to create a lively, engaging, and honest 
performance – as showcased on their eponymous debut album.
Graham Low (Orkney)
At just 20 years old, fiddle player Graham is already a well known face in Orkney’s folk scene. A two-time 
Danny Kyle Award winner, Graham won one of the coveted Celtic Connections trophies in 2010 as part of 
Broken Strings, and then again in 2013 alongside guitarist Jack Kirkpatrick. Now one third of The Eastie 
Boys, when not on stage with fiddle in hand Graham can most regularly be found presiding over sales from 
the box at Orkney’s Auction Mart.
Hadhirgaan (Orkney)
A rolling army of young musicians who attend Kirkwall Grammar School, led by instrumental instructor/Field 
Marshall Douglas Montgomery, Hadhirgaan never cease to impress with their unique, driving, contemporary 
sound. The first line-up of the group appeared at the festival over 15 years ago now, and in that time 

Hadhirgaan has produced an astounding number of now 
well-known players.
Hjaltibonhoga (Shetland)
Formed in 2014 to represent Shetland at the Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Hjalitbonhoga is an all-fiddle 
troupe that can number up to 40 players at a time and 
boasts a repertoire rich in traditional Shetland tunes. Since 
performing to great acclaim on their debut, the group – led 
by Margaret Robertson – were invited to return to the 
Edinburgh Tattoo in 2015, as well as to Australia and New 
Zealand in early 2016, as part of the Overseas Tattoo tour.
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No Soond (Orkney)
An exciting young band celebrating their fifth anniversary – having formed for the festival’s Open Stage event 
in 2011 - No Soond’s members bring many influences to the table, from straight up traditional tunes to rock, 
dance and jazz. As their debut CD, Stranded, showcases, feet-tapping and/or involuntary jumping around is 
guaranteed.
Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club (Orkney)
Named Club of the Year at the 2015 MG Alba Scots Trad Music Awards (a huge well done from us all!), 
the Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club welcomes players to meet weekly in a friendly atmosphere, and 
throughout the summer host hugely popular monthly guest nights. A mainstay of Orkney’s traditional scene, 
the club has been playing together regularly since the late 1970s. 
Orkney Folk Festival Choir (Orkney)
After the success of last year’s festival choir workshops, renowned Orcadian singer and instrumentalist 
Aimee Leonard is back at the reins of the Orkney Folk Festival choir. Two vocal masterclasses held on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings will culminate with a performance opening the Sunday Supplement concert. 
If you fancy getting involved and taking to the stage, further information is on page 6.
Orkney Heritage Fiddle Project (Orkney)
Headed up by Gemma McGregor, the OHFP seeks to research and preserve Orkney music and local playing 
styles, whilst also shining a spotlight on some of the county’s most prolific players no longer with us. Since 
2010, the project has focused on the work of Jim Craigie, Davy Eunson, Ronnie Aim, Allie Windwick, Gordon 
Harvey, and the Garson Trio, and this year celebrates Shapinsay fiddler, Jackie Sinclair.
Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society (Orkney)
The Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society is highly regarded as one of the county’s most respected and 
established musical groups. Having performed across the county throughout for nearly 70 years, they have 
also released a number of popular recordings – most recently, Itchy Fingers, in 2012.
Orkney Traditional Music Project (Orkney)
Another national award-winning community group, the OTMP formed in 1998 to nurture traditional accordion 
and fiddle playing in the county, and has now tutored well over 1,000 students. Demonstrating that 
Orkney’s traditional music is in very good hands, the project has helped to establish many fine fiddlers and 
accomplished accordionists – many of whom now appear elsewhere in this programme.
Paddy Callaghan Trio (Scotland)
A highlight of the 2014 Orkney Folk Festival, Glasgow button accordionist Paddy Callaghan is a former BBC 
Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year. Common with many musicians from the west of 
Scotland, his family origins lie in Ireland, and so too does his musical upbringing and artistic influences. 
This year he will be joined by Ryan Murphy (Mànran) on uilleann pipes, and long-time cohort Danny Boyle, 
on flute and whistles.
Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra (England)
Based in Newcastle Upon Tyne, this act have cultivated 
their own brand of Western swing, blues, gypsy jazz and 
country. Their style is influenced by early 20th century 
American music, with the addition of razor-sharp solos, great 
arrangements and original songs by Rob Heron, a crazy fool 
for country music and a full time dandy-cowboy. His songs are 
full of character, satire, and good old fashion hollerin’, whilst 
the band’s music harks back to a golden era - all the while 
staying very much of a modern age.
The Ronald Anderson Dance Band (Orkney)
One of Orkney’s most popular and enduring dance bands, the Ronald Anderson Dance Band can regularly be 
seen entertaining throughout these isles, delighting with their strong driving dance music in the old Orkney 
style. Ronald Anderson (accordion), Erika Shearer (fiddle) Steven Flett (keyboard) and Colin Wilson (drums) 
provide musicianship of the highest order, whilst keeping tradition very much alive and kicking.

RURA (Scotland)
Live Act of the Year at the 2015 Scots Trad Music Awards, RURA 
are “one of the most exciting bands on the Scottish folk scene” 
(Songlines). Their rugged, yet refined blend of fiddle, Highland 
pipes, voice, flute, bodhran and guitar has cemented their 
reputation as one of Scotland’s leading folk outfits. Amongst 
extensive UK and international touring, the five-piece’s powerful 
instrumentals and haunting songcraft has been a highlight of 
many of the world’s leading folk festivals – including Cambridge, 
Tønder, Winnipeg, HebCelt and Orkney back in 2012, amongst 
countless others.

Saltfishforty (Orkney)
Douglas Montgomery (fiddle/viola) and Brian Cromarty (voice/guitar/mandola) brilliantly transcend the 
duo format’s conventional confines as Saltfishforty. Their focus on Orkney music takes in traditional, 
contemporary and original material, boldly cross-fertilised with influences from Americana to East European 
folk, plus a high-octane whiff of heavy metal. The result is a sound of equally thrilling raw attack and multi-
dimensional richness, as showcased at their sold out, and brilliantly named Celtic Connections birthday gig 
– Saltfish@forty – which they will reprise at this year’s festival.
Sarah Jane Gibbon (Orkney)
Sarah Jane is a local singer from Harray whose musical journey has taken her from Allie Windwick through to 
her work with the Big Orkney Song Project and the Song Shop Trio. A lifelong performer of Orkney song, she 
is also an accomplished songwriter whose songs are influenced by her love of Orkney’s heritage. 

Scott Gardiner (Scotland)
Scott is one of Scotland’s top traditional singers, and has been performing at concerts and festivals across 
the country since his schooldays. Brought up on a farm near Forfar, he is best known for singing the bothy 
ballads and songs of the north-east, having a particular love for his local Angus folk songs.
Session A9 (Scotland)
Formed fifteen years ago through informal music sessions up and down the arterial Scottish road close 
to many Orcadians’ hearts, the A9, Session A9 are a phenomenal live act. Fiddlers Charlie McKerron, 
Gordon Gunn, Kevin Henderson and Adam Sutherland are joined by pianist Brian McAlpine, David “Chimp” 
Robertson on percussion, and Marc Clement on guitar and vocals, in one of Scotland’s best loved traditional 
groups. Featuring some of the top musicians and tunesmiths in Scotland today, Session A9 are making a 
very welcome third visit to the festival.   
Stella Kirkpatrick (Orkney)
Stella is the youngest of the very talented Kirkpatrick family from South Walls. She sings, plays the piano and 
is also a fiddler in KGS group Hadhirgaan. Certainly one to watch out for in the future.
Stromness RBL Pipe Band (Orkney)
The Stromness Royal British Legion Pipe Band prides itself in being a community band, with membership 
open to all. As such, the thriving band is made up from folk in all walks of life – school bairns to pensioners 
– who have won a host of accolades, including the RBL overall championships, North of Scotland Quartets 
and Miniband champions in Grades 4 and 3.
Stronsay’s Silver Darlings (Orkney)
A thriving and vibrant community group, Stronsay’s Silver Darlings have followers far and wide and are 
a regular crowd-pleasing act at the festival. Their multi-instrumental sets and evident joy at performing 
together combine to form a winning act, as showcased on their three CDs and busy diary.
Teebro (Orkney)
These three well known local musicians and festival regulars combine self-penned titles with Scandinavian, 
Balkan, Scottish and Irish tunes and influences. Teebro mixes the collective talents of Gavin Firth (guitar), 
James Watson (fiddle), and Dan Rhodes (double bass) to enthralling effect.
Three of Bu (Orkney)
Siblings James, Jake and Bea Watson, from Rendall, combine fiddles, guitars and flute with electronics, 
bending their collective sound beyond the ‘traditional’ idiom. Traditional titles meet self-penned tunes and 
songs in genre-fusing performances that leave you wanting more.
The Unthanks (England)
Sublime Tyneside sister-act, The Unthanks explore the traditional music and 
songs of the North East of England, shaping with otherworldly harmonies 
and audacious arrangements. Their eighth album, 2015’s Mount the Air, 
was released to huge critical acclaim, adding to their many plaudits, which 
include a Mercury Music Prize nomination and being the only British folk 
representation on The Guardian and Uncut’s selection of best albums from 
across the last decade, drawn from all genres. Having toured to many of the 
UK’s largest concert halls, The Unthanks celebrated their first decade with a 
return to small, intimate spaces. 
Vishtèn (Canada)
For the past decade, this Canadian trio - from Prince Edward Island and Quebec’s Magdalene Islands - have 
acted as Francophone musical ambassadors throughout the world. Their trademark blend of fiddle, guitar, 
piano, accordion, whistles, bodhrán, jaw harp, and percussive dance make for a unique tour de force of 
the traditional and contemporary, fusing Celtic and Acadian genres with a modern sensibility. After touring 
extensively on three continents, the name Vishtèn is now synonymous with Acadian music internationally - 
as heard across their five albums and at innumerable festivals worldwide.
WEST (Orkney)
Following their successful debut appearance at last year’s festival, West Mainland fiddlers Fiona Driver 
(Rendall) and Nicholas Taylor (Stenness) are once again teaming up with guitarist and drummer Graham 
Simpson to perform a selection of Western swing and bluegrass, alongside American and Canadian tunes. 
Expect dextrous fiddling and luscious harmonies from these accomplished instrumentalists, with twin fiddles 
and mandolin atop masterful accompaniment.
West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society (Orkney)
Having recently celebrated their diamond jubilee, the West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society are your 
hosts for the annual Orkney Folk Festival Fiddlers’ Rally. From small beginnings, the society now welcomes 
more than 50 fiddlers and accordionists, aged 8 to 80+, to their weekly rehearsals and performances 
throughout the county.
The Wrigley Sisters (Orkney)
Jennifer and Hazel Wrigley are an internationally acclaimed Orcadian fiddle and guitar duo. Having toured 
the world several times over, they have been resettled back in Orkney for well over a decade now, running 
The Reel, their hugely successful music centre and venue, in Kirkwall alongside occasional continued 
touring. Together they combine boundless musical dexterity and vitality with Orcadian wit and good fun – an 
altogether class act.
Zoë Bestel (Scotland)
Drawing comparisons with KT Tunstall and Ed Sheeran, award winning Scottish 
nu-folk singer-songwriter and ukulele fanatic, Zoë Bestel is fast making a name 
for herself. Her first single, 35 Missed Calls - released in 2012, when she was 
just 14 – reached number three in Amazon’s folk chart, whilst her debut album 
was awarded Album of the Week by the Scottish Daily Record. She has played at 
leading festivals including Celtic Connections and the Cambridge Folk Festival, 
winning widespread admiration.

Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra

RURA

The Unthanks

Zoë Bestel
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1  7.30pm Opening Concert £18/16/10 c.£8
 Stromness Town Hall 
 Session A9 

Liz Carroll 
Zoë Bestel 
Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club 
Stromness RBL Pipe Band 

	 Sponsor	-	The	Stromness	Hotel

2  7.30pm St Margaret’s Hope Concert £14 c.£7
 The Cromarty Hall, St Margaret’s Hope
 Vishtèn 

The Wrigley Sisters 
Ivan Drever 
Three of Bu

	 Sponsor	–	The	Long	Partnership

3  7.30pm Stenness Concert £14 c.£7
 Stenness Community Centre
 RURA 

Hullion 
Gleemro 
Belt Hid Oot

	 Sponsor	–	Orkney	Fishermen’s	Society

4  7.30pm Westray Concert £12 c.£6
 The Grand Owld Byre, Pierowall, Westray
 Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra
	 Sponsor	–	The	Long	Partnership

5  10.30pm Festival Club £20
 The Stromness Hotel
 Frigg 

Maggie Adamson and Brian Nicholson 
No Soond

	 Sponsor	–	Swannay	Brewery	

6  10.30pm Song Club £7
 Royal Hotel, Stromness
 Geoff Lakeman 

Sarah Jane Gibbon 
Hosted by Scott Gardiner

	 Sponsor	–	Burnside	Farm	B&B

7  12noon Lunchtime Club £15
 The Stromness Hotel
 Paddy Callaghan Trio

Dosca 
Graham Low

	 Sponsor	–	Orkney	PC

8  3.30pm Afternoon Concert £12 c.£6
 Skaill House, Sandwick 
 Maggie Adamson and Brian Nicholson
	 Sponsor	–	Skaill	House

9  7.30pm Ivan Drever’s Birthday Gathering
 Stromness Town Hall  £16/14/10 c.£8
 One of Orkney’s best known musical sons, Ivan Drever is celebrating 

his 60th birthday this year. He’s hand-picked his birthday band of 
musical pals, as well as a few special guests and 
surprises, and would love it if you came along to the 
party. Further info on page 3.

	 Sponsor	–	Hamnavoe	Hostel

10  7.30pm Harray Ceilidh £16 c.£8
 Harray Community Centre
 Frigg

Julie Fowlis 
Maggie Adamson and Brian Nicholson 
Teebro 
Dance – The Glencraig Scottish Dance Band

	 Sponsor	–	Scotrenewables	Tidal	Power	Ltd.

11  7.30pm Orphir Ceilidh £16 c.£8
 Orphir Community School
 The Unthanks

Liz Carrol 
Jenny Keldie and Brian Cromarty 
Fiona Driver and Graham Simpson 
Dance – The Ronald Anderson Dance Band

	 Sponsor	–	Clark	Thomson	Insurance	Brokers

12  7.30pm Sanday Ceilidh  £12 c.£6
 Sanday Community Centre
 Vishtèn

Geoff Lakeman 
The Belkie Allsorts 
Dance – The David Bowen Trio

	 Sponsor	–	The	Long	Partnership

13  7.30pm Jackie Sinclair o’ Lucknow  £12 c.£6

            and the Music of Shapinsay
 Shapinsay Community School
 A night celebrating the music of well-known Shapinsay fiddler, Jackie Sinclair, 

including sets from local Shapinsay musicians, as well as the Orkney 
Heritage Fiddle Project, Hadhirgaan and more (full information on page 4).The 
concert will be followed by a supper, and ceilidh led by Gary Coupland.

	 Sponsor	–	EIS

14  10.30pm Festival Club £20
 The Stromness Hotel
 Session A9

Lynched 
Gleemro

	 Sponsor	–	Swannay	Brewery	

15  10.30pm Song Club £7
 Royal Hotel, Stromness
 Zoë Bestel 

Bea Choir 
Hosted by Scott Gardiner

	 Sponsor	–	Sutherland’s	Pharmacy

16  10.30pm Academy Club £12
 Stromness Academy
 RURA 

Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra
	 Sponsor	–	ICIT,	Heriot-Watt	University
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 10.30am Open Stage Free
 Stromness Town Hall

17  11.00am Talk – Geoff Lakeman:
              Lend Me your Ear £6
 Royal Hotel, Stromness
 Geoff expounds his approach to music from a player’s point of view; 

how he ignores the dots and plays everything from 
folk music through to jazz standards, Americana 
and more by ear. The renowned singer and 
concertina player will demonstrate how he gets 
to grips with various songs and tunes, and speak 
about his life in music.

	 Sponsor	–	The	Royal	Hotel

18  12noon Lunchtime Club £15
 The Stromness Hotel
 Julie Fowlis 

Lynched 
Stronsay’s Silver Darlings

	 Sponsor	–	Scholes	Chartered	Accountants

 1.00pm Music in St Magnus free
 St Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall
 Orkney Traditional Music Project

19  2.00pm Family Concert £10 c.£5
 Stromness Academy
 FunBox - Animal Magic
	 Sponsor	–	The	Piece	Box

20  2.30pm Saltfish@forty  £12/£10/£8 c.£6
 Stromness Town Hall
 Saltfishforty 

plus special guests
	 Sponsor	–	MV	Huskyan

21  2.30pm Afternoon Concert £12 c.£6
 St Ninian’s Kirk, Deerness
 The Unthanks
 Please note that this picturesque, acoustically brilliant 

church has limited bathroom facilities.
	 Sponsor	–	K4	Graphics

22  7.30pm Stromness Concert £16/14/10 c.£8
 Stromness Town Hall
 Julie Fowlis
 The Unthanks
 Stella Kirkpatrick
	 Sponsor	–	The	Piece	Box

23  7.30pm The Northern Isles £15 c.£10
            Festival Tattoo
 The Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall
 A first of its kind for the Orkney Folk Festival - just like Edinburgh 

Castle’s esplanade, but drier. Featuring Hjaltibonhoga, Kirkwall City 
Pipe Band and many special guests. 

 Further information on page 3.
	 Sponsor	–	EMEC	Ltd.

24  7.30pm Finstown Ceilidh £16 c.£8
 Finstown Community Centre
 Session A9
 Geoff Lakeman
 WEST
 Frank Keenan and Login’s Well
 Dance – The Glencraig Scottish Dance Band
	 Sponsor	–	Fluke	Jewellery

25  7.30pm Birsay Ceilidh £16 c.£8
 Birsay Community Centre
 RURA
 Zoë Bestel
 The Driftwood Cowboys
 Jo Philby
 Dance – Gary Coupland
	 Sponsor	–	Swannay	Brewery

26  10.30pm Festival Club £20
 The Stromness Hotel
 Liz Carroll
 Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra
 Gnoss
	 Sponsor	–	TwentyTwo	Promotions

27  10.30pm Song Club £7
 Royal Hotel, Stromness
 Lynched
 Bruce Mainland
 Hosted by Scott Gardiner
	 Sponsor	–	S.	&		J.D.	Robertson	Group	Ltd.

28  10.30pm The Stomp £12
 Stromness Academy
 The Chair
 Frigg
	 Sponsor	–	Aquatera	Ltd.
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 11.15am Morning Service
 Stromness Church of Scotland
 The Sunday Service is a favourite with many festival-goers. All are 

welcome to sing hymns to traditional, well-known tunes, whilst 
various acts also feature in short spots.

29  2.00pm Sunday Supplement £16/14/10 c.£8
 Stromness Town Hall
 The Unthanks
 Frigg
 Vishtèn
 Orkney Folk Festival Choir
	 Sponsor	-	Lows

30  2.00pm Fiddlers’ Rally £7 c.£3
 Stromness Academy
 West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society
 Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society
 Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club
 Guest: Hjaltibonhoga
	 Sponsor	-	Northvet	

31  2.00pm Sunday Song Club £7
 The Stromness Hotel
 Zoë Bestel
 Geoff Lakeman
 Hosted by Scott Gardiner
	 Sponsor	–	Royal	British	Legion,	Stromness

32  2.00pm Family Concert £10 c.£5
 Orkney Theatre, Kirkwall
 FunBox - Pirate Party
	 Sponsor	–	Grooves

33  2.30pm Sunday Tipple £12
 Orkney Brewery, Quoyloo
 Lynched
	 Sponsor	–	Orkney	Brewery

34  6.30pm Farewell Concert One £18/16/12 c.£10
 Stromness Town Hall
 Frigg
 The Unthanks
 Liz Carroll
 Vishtèn
 Maggie Adamson and Brian Nicholson
 Gnoss
 Dosca
 Geoff Lakeman
 Open Stage winner
	 Sponsor	–	The	Ferry	Inn

35  7.00pm Farewell Concert Two £18 c.£10
 Stromness Academy
 RURA
 Julie Fowlis
 Rob Heron and the Tea Pad Orchestra
 Lynched
 Paddy Callaghan Trio 
 Zoë Bestel
 Gleemro
 Scott Gardiner
 FunBox
	 Sponsor	–	The	Royal	Hotel

HAAD ON, WE’RE NO DONE YET!

Whilst the last five pages may seem full to bursting, there’s a good few more 
events on offer over the weekend. These are all either free or by donation on 
the door – just turn up, and enjoy the craic.

The Reel Club
With late night tickets and accommodation in Stromness hot property, we 
are delighted to be extending a nightly serving of the festival to Kirkwall for 
the second year running, from Wednesday (a fine ease in to the weekend, if 
you’re about) to Saturday. 
Jennifer and Hazel Wrigley’s venue, The Reel provides the perfect setting to 
become acquainted with the evening’s host band, join them for a tune or two, 
or just sit back with a dram in hand and enjoy.

Wednesday – Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club
Thursday – Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society
Friday – Orkney Traditional Music Project
Saturday – Open Session

Sessions
An enormous part of the festival, and the welcoming vibe that pours of 
Stromness’ hostelries, is its pub sessions - informal, social gatherings of 
musicians, often over a pint or two, which run throughout the weekend, 
breaking only to allow a few hours’ kip.
Whilst we arrange for a good few of the visiting acts to lead tunes at various 
points over the weekend, sessions are very much organic affairs that 
quickly take on a life of their own – they are not performances. Joining in 
is very much encouraged and it’s not uncommon for a midday session to 
end at closing time, creating one-off collaborations, as well as meetings 
and exchanges of traditions and tunes along the way. It may even be that a 
session’s natural momentum is that strong that a band due to take the reins 
might not be able to squeeze their way in – but that’s absolutely fine by us. If 
there are tunes already in full flow, they will always take precedent.
A festival’s true session magic can’t be planned, and we’re very lucky to 
have the town of Stromness providing the ideal backdrop for tunes all day, 
every day.

House of Song
Especially for singers, we also have the House of Song, held upstairs in 
the Royal Hotel on Friday and Saturday at 2pm. Hosted by the inimitable 
Doris Rougvie, these open sessions are a quiet haven for singers and 
song-lovers alike. 

Orkney vs. Rest of the World Football  Match
Sunday afternoon (exact time to be advised over the festival weekend) – 
Stromness Market Green
Like many age-old derbies, the annual Orkney vs. Rest of the World football 
match has become a legendary fixture. New-formed friendships are cast 
aside for 90 minutes, as musicians down their instruments and attempt to run. 
At stake are the priceless bragging rights for the evening’s Farwell Concerts, 
whilst Man of the Match is awarded the equally invaluable engraved trophy 
(any resemblance to a scrawled-upon gravy boat is entirely coincidental).



BEEN THERE? DONE THAT? GET THE T-SHIRT

We are delighted to have once again partnered with the Art Portfolio course 
at Orkney College, to create a limited-edition t-shirt design for the 2016 
festival. Last year’s sold out – so be sure to get yours from the festival shop 
before this year’s lot do the same.
In an exciting move, the festival and college joined forces last year to 
bring some fresh ideas and interpretations to the table, based around an 
expressive response to the theme of music. We were genuinely blown 
away by the creativity and design processes, and both the college and 
students’ levels of investment in this project – and indeed are thrilled to 
have continued the partnership, which has produced similarly stunning 
results this time round.
At the beginning of the year, students 
were given the brief to create a 
series of designs, using a range 
of methods, whilst course sessions 
included market research on the 
festival itself, the wider festival and 
music industry, as well as in-depth 
observations of musical notation and 
instruments - looking at colours, shapes 
and the detail of their construction.
We were unable to choose just one 
winner, and so have broken our own 
rules and produced two designs using 
both Vaila Robertson’s ‘Barriers/Bridges’ 
design and Katherine Diaper’s ‘Sea and 
Landscape’ design. Yet again, though, 
we were immensely impressed by all of 
the ideas presented, and would like to 
sincerely thank everyone involved for their 
input and investment 
in the project. You will 
see each student’s 
work throughout 
the programme as 
backgrounds and 
textures, whilst Rachel 
Wood’s ‘Blue Guitar’ is 
the main background 
image on the front of the 
programme.

Back row (L to R): Rachel Wood, Heidi Holtan, Freya Winter, Saoirse Elliot, 
Alan Crofts. Front row: Katherine Diaper, Vaila Robertson, Ellen Rendall, 
Emma Garson. Missing from the photo is Eimear Young.
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The	festival	gratefully	
acknowledges	the	support	
received	from	this	year’s	
sponsors:
Aquatera Ltd.
Argos’ Bakery
Aries Consulting
Bayleaf Delicatessen
Browns Hostel
Burnside B&B
Clark Thomson Insurance 
Brokers
E. Flett Butcher
EMEC Ltd.
Ferry Inn (Stromness) Ltd.
Fluke Jewellery
Grooves
Hamnavoe Hostel
Hamnavoe Restaurant
Highland Brewing Company Ltd.
Highland Park
ICIT Herriot-Watt University
J. & S. Allan
J.W. Gray & Co.
James Wilson (Orkney) Ltd.
John Kemp
Julia’s Café & Bistro
K4 Graphics
Loganair
The Long Partnership
Lows 
Lyndsey’s Boutique
MV Huskyan
NorthLink Ferries
Northvet
The Orcadian
Orcadian Wildlife
Orkney Archaeology Tours
Orkney Cheese
Orkney Factors Ltd.
Orkney Fishermen’s Society 
Orkney Office Supplies
Orkney PC
The Piece Box
Pier Arts Centre
Quernstone
The Reel
Royal British Legion Club 
Stromness
Royal Hotel
S. & J.D. Roberston Group Ltd.
Scholes Chartered Accountants
Scotrenewables Tidal Power Ltd.
Stockan’s Oatcakes Ltd.
The Stromness Hotel
Stromness Taxis
TwentyTwo Promotions
VisitScotland 
WHB Sutherland Ltd.
Wisharts

PATRONAGE & FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Now in its 34th year, the Orkney Folk Festival is 
an entirely voluntary-run event, and a Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO). 
Like many others throughout the country, 
the festival relies upon the support from 
public bodies, organisations, companies and 
individuals, to keep up with ever increasing 
financial demands in bringing you the best 
festival possible.

Public Bodies
For more than three decades now, the festival’s 
main sources of funding have been from public 
sector bodies, namely Orkney Islands Council, 
Creative Scotland and previously the Scottish Arts 
Council, and the Educational Institute of Scotland. 
This ongoing support is crucial to the continued 
success of the festival. 

Corporate & Event Sponsors
When it comes to supporting the festival, Orkney’s 
local business community is second to none. 
In addition to corporate sponsorship of the 
whole weekend, which starts at just £50, many 
businesses also kindly opt to support individual 
events.

Volunteers
There are also those who give the festival a gift 
as equally precious as any financial returns, and 
that is the ever-growing band of volunteers (too 
many to name, unfortunately) who give their time, 
commitment, talents and enthusiasm in order to 
keep this vital event going.

You	make	this	festival	unique,	and	the	envy	of	
its	competitors	–	thank	you	all.

Patronage
For many years now, the generosity of individual 
patrons has provided invaluable assistance 
in funding the festival. For a payment of just 
£20, patrons receive advanced access to 
ticket booking, discounted travel to Orkney 
with Northlink Ferries, 10% discount on festival 
merchandise, as well as a copy of the programme 
mailed out before its general release. Membership 
of the festival’s Patron Plus Scheme combines 
the benefits of individual patronage with the 
added bonus of a monthly prize draw, in return for 
year-round support. Half of the funds collected, 
monthly, go directly to supporting the festival, 
whilst the other half fills the prize draw pot. The 
minimum donation is just £5, and the monthly 
prize fund is now well beyond £140 – just for 
supporting the festival! 
For information visit: 
www.orkneyfolkfestival.com/patronage
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Stromness

O  Stromness Academy
P  Stromness Hotel
Q  Pier Arts Centre
R  Royal Hotel
S  Stromness Community Centre
T  Stromness Town Hall
U  Stromness Church of Scotland

A  Westray*
B  Sanday*
C  Birsay 
D  Quoyloo
E  Sandwick
F  Harray
G  Shapinsay
H  Finstown

I  Stenness
J  Kirkwall
K  Stromness
L  Deerness
M  Orphir
N  St Margaret’s 

       Hope

*Requires an overnight stay.
Ferry tickets must be booked 
directly with Orkney Ferries.

Off the Beaten Track
This year we have cast the net even wider, and have our biggest-yet selection of parishes and islands to 
choose from, alongside the magic of Stromness. Westray (Thursday) and Sanday (Friday) each have 
at least two sailings per day from Kirkwall, and these events require an overnight stay on the island.
Shapinsay (Friday), being just a 25 minute sailing from Kirkwall, has a number of sailings 
throughout the day, as well as a special return crossing following the dance (at around midnight).
All ferry bookings, including those to/from Shapinsay, must be made directly with Orkney 
Ferries, on 01856 872044.

T icket Sales
Tickets will go on sale on Saturday 23 April, via our website:
www.orkneyfolkfestival.com
Should you not have internet access, you can call the festival office – from the same 
day – on 01856 851331, where we will be able to take your order. We must stress 
that phone sales should only be used if you cannot get online, as these orders will be 
processed in the same system, and same queue, as those buying from the website.
From Tuesday 24 May, we will operate a Box Office in the Pier Arts Centre, 
Stromness. Until this date, there will be no over-the-counter ticket sales.
Please note that reduced-rate tickets are only available to children under the age of 16.

Contact us:  Orkney Folk Festival, Ferry Terminal Building, Stromness, Orkney, KW16 3BH
t: 01856 851331  e: info@orkneyfolkfestival.com


