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Sponsors: We couldn't do it without you!
Since our very first festival in 1983, the Orkney 
Folk Festival has relied heavily upon the generous 
support of businesses, public funding bodies and 
individuals via our Patronage programme. Box Office 
sales only go part of the way toward making the 
festival financially viable, and we owe an enormous 
debt of thanks to everyone who has supported the 
festival over the years.

The last couple of years have been particularly 
challenging, for everyone. With fixed overheads and 
no live festival, we have leaned more heavily upon 
such generous support - and have been heartened 
by how quickly and enthusiastically our community, 
both locally and nationally, rallied to ensure the 
festival’s long-term future.

This year we welcome a number of new sponsors, 
supporters and Patrons, in addition to our sponsors 
of long-standing. Increased grants from public 
sector funding at a local and national level is warmly 
received and appreciated.
In order to acknowledge the contributions from our 
ever increasing number of corporate sponsors we 
have created a three tier system (Gold, Silver and 
Bronze) to better indicate the level of contribution 
towards the Festival.

To all of the organisations displayed here - 
We genuinely couldn’t have done it 
without you.

Thank you.

Key funders in 2022
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Welcome Tickets . . .
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So here we are again. Three full years since our last full folk festival, and oh 
how we've missed it! Who would have thought live music would have been so 
affected by the pandemic, but we can't deny that the arts have been hit hard. 
However the Folk Festival has weathered the storm and we're back where we 
belong. Thanks must go to local businesses and patrons who have helped to 
keep us going, and all those who have enjoyed our online offerings these past 
couple of years. I bet you're wondering what our lockdown project has been? 
Well as we're in with the 'grown up' festivals now we have done some necessary restructuring of the committee. 
We're all still fully voluntary and give our time for the love of the festival. However the time has come for me 
to hand the baton on to someone else, so I will be standing down as Festival Director (or "Producer" as it will 
henceforth be known) after the festival this year. Many thanks to all who have helped, supported and assisted in 
bringing my ideas to life over the years. 
So finally we bring you largely the festival that was planned for 2020 with a few tweaks and treats to add to the 
mix. Some big names in there from Orkney, Scotland, Scandinavia, Canada and more have all held their bookings 
over and are very excited to perform at the world renowned Orkney Folk Festival. I'm very proud to present the 
2022 festival for your delectation, and I'm confident that we are going to come back stronger, it'll take more than 
a global pandemic to keep us down. Let's appreciate it.

Robert Gibbon • FESTIVAL DIRECTOR

Ticket sales 
Tickets are on sale from:
Festival Patrons Saturday 9 April, 10am
General Sale Wednesday 13 April, 7pm
All tickets will be sold online at orkneyfolkfestival.com
Should you not be able to get online, our volunteer team will be available at the same times to take phone orders - however we must stress 
that this should only be used if you cannot place an internet order. All phone sales are processed in the same system and queue as those on 
the website, and please also note that orders will not be taken prior to the times and dates shown above. 
If you need to give us a call, please do so on 01856 881075.
Festival Patronage is available until Friday 1 April. For more information on Patronage, see p.20.
During the festival week, from Tuesday 24 May we will operate a Box Office inside the Pier Arts Centre, on Victoria Street in 
Stromness. Any remaining tickets can be bought in person, and orders placed for collection will be available here also. If you live in Orkney, 
or arrive before the festival, we would encourage you to collect your tickets before Thursday 26 May, as the Box Office can get very busy with 
collections over the festival itself. 
Online sales will remain open throughout the festival, where stocks last, for venue collection. For live, up-to-date ticket availability, visit 
orkneyfolkfestival.com
All ticket sales are final, and non-refundable.

Ticket prices
We are pleased to offer reduced rate tickets to children under 16, denoted in the programme pages by [c.], at most events. These are usually 
half full price or less. 
In the Stromness Town Hall there are three full price bands: Premium, Standard and Unreserved. Premium are those in the front few rows, 
whilst Unreserved are those to the sides or in the balcony, with angled or partially restricted views. Children’s ticket rates apply across all 
three tiers.

Contact us
Administration and Production:

Orkney Folk Festival, Ferry Terminal, Stromness, KW16 3BH
t: 01856 851331

Box Office
The Pier Arts Centre, Victoria Street, Stromness, KW16 3AA (May 24-29 only)
t: 01856 881075 

e: info@orkneyfolkfestival.com | w: orkneyfolkfestival.com  

Join the conversation
Connect with us on social media - we love a blether!

OrkneyFolkFestival       @OrkneyFolkFest       @OrkneyFolkFest 

Planning ahead?
For those looking to book ahead, all being well our next couple of festival dates are:

2023: May 25-28 (our 40th anniversary!)  and 2024: May 23-26
As a general rule, the festival takes place over the last full weekend of May, with the late spring Bank Holiday Monday following.

Bob Gibbon - Festival Director

Whilst we cannot wait to return to a live festival in Stromness and across 
Orkney, the last two years’ online events really highlighted the wider 
opportunities and accessibility of a streamed programme.

In a bid to remain as true to the real thing and the core values of the 
festival as possible, we are delighted to be presenting a few of this year’s 
live festival concerts online - both live streamed, and with a catch-up/
on-demand window available. 

Whilst Orkney and the live festival is very much the heart 
of the action, if you can’t be with us in person for whatever 
reason, we hope that these shows help you feel as close to 
the real thing as possible. 

We’ll have more information on the streamed programme 
in May. Stay tuned to our website and socials for the latest 
updates.

On tap in the Festival Club - upstairs in the Stromness Community Centre

ORKNEY SESSION 
Orkney Folk Festival Session Ale

ORKNEY SESSION – PALE, HOPPY, SESSION BEER.
A mainstay of Orkney's musical calendar since the early 1980s, the Orkney Folk Festival is an annual
extravaganza of musical talent from around the world. Throughout the four day event, musicians gather in
informal groups, or 'SESSIONS' in the local bars. These come-all-ye events are an integral part of the
festival and its history, and are a great place to meet friends (old and new) whilst enjoying a tune, and of
course a beer or two. Swannay Brewery kindly donate 10p to the Orkney Folk Festival with each bottle sold.
Find out more at: www.orkneyfolkfestival.com www.orkneyfolkfestival.com

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8% 3.8%

1.9

BEER•BIÈRE•BIRRA•OL•SL•ÖLUT•CERVEZA
INGREDIENTS: WATER, MALTED BARLEY, WHEAT, HOPS, YEAST. FR: EAU, ORGE MATLEÉ, BLÉ, HOUBLON 
& LEVURE. IT: ACQUA, MALTO D’ORZO, FUMENTO, LUPPOLO & LIEVITO. SE: VATTEN, MÄLTAT KORN, 
VETE, HUMLE & JÄST.
FL: VESI, OHRA, VEHNÄ, HUMALA, HIIVA.
Allergy Advice: For Allergens, 
including cereals containing gluten,
see ingredients in bold.
Please enjoy responsibly.

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

- ORKNEY FOLK FESTIVAL SESSION ALE -

3.8%

Find a SESSION at the
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Folk means many different things to a lot of, well, folk… With a few different event types, catering to many tastes, we’re confident there’s the 
gig for you. To help you on your way, here’s a guide to a few of our regular event formats - useful for first-timers, and all of us returning after 
three years! 
Please also take note of the key running through our event listings (p12-19), which notes the seating/standing arrangements at 
each show (theatre style or cabaret), whether or not there is a bar, etc.

Festival and Lunchtime Clubs
Often amongst the first events to sell out, our Festival Clubs are not the raucous affairs 
that you might see elsewhere - but relaxed, cabaret-seated concerts. With space for 
just 150, line-ups boasting some of the best music and song on offer over the weekend, 
and even table service from the bar, at least one is a must in every festival-goers’ diary.

Acoustic Song Clubs
Very much reminiscent of early folk clubs – part concert, part sing-around - our song 
clubs are an all-round haven for song enthusiasts and tradition bearers. Quiet songs 
and moving ballads, rousing choruses, and come-all-ye sing-alongs are all at home in 
our new Song Club home in the Stromness Community Centre.

Stomps
Late night in Stromness Academy is home to the infamous Orkney Folk 
Festival Stomps. And this year, there are TWO! These standing shows have 
all the ingredients of a great night out - high-energy music, sound and lights 
to thrill, and permission to well and truly let your hair down. You deserve it! 

Concert and Dances
Our very popular country ceilidhs are a tale of two halves – a concert running from 7.30pm to 
around 10pm, followed swiftly by a traditional dance into the wee hours.
The concert sections each feature three or four acts playing to a fully seated crowd, after which the seats are pushed to the sides of the hall 
to make way for ceilidh dancing. If you’re not familiar with the steps, fear not – the dance band leaders will guide you through the paces. No 
excuses for sitting on the sidelines, or quietly sneaking off…

Sessions
A huge part of the festival’s enduring appeal is the atmosphere created in Stromness, thanks to 
the seemingly never-ending pub sessions throughout the weekend.
Whilst we arrange for artists to lead tunes, we must stress that sessions are informal, social 
gatherings of musicians, and organic affairs that quickly take on a life of their own. Even when an 
artist might be advertised as a host, or if you spot all members of a group sitting in on a session, 
please do not expect these to be additional performances. Joining in is very much encouraged, 
and it may even be that a session’s natural momentum is so strong that a band due to sit in 
and/or take the reins might not even be able to squeeze their way through the throngs already 
playing. If the tunes are already in full flow, they will (and should!) always take precedent.
Even with the best will in the world, true session magic can’t be planned. But that’s 
also part of the craic. We do our best to make sure that tunes are happening in some 
form or other, but most importantly we are incredibly fortunate and appreciative of 
having the town of Stromness providing the ideal backdrop for tunes all day, every 
day. It ’s not uncommon for a midday session to end at closing time, creating one-off 
collaborations as well as meetings and exchanges of diverse traditions along the way. 
We advise just going with the flow. Find a nice table or leaning post, order your drink 
of choice (we heartily recommend an Orkney Session - the name is no coincidence!) 
- and just soak it all up.

Orkney Folk Festival Choir
We are delighted to welcome back Aimée Leonard to once again lead the Orkney Folk Festival Choir. Aimée is an 
Estill Master Trainer who works with all voice users and currently teaches voice and singing at London Southbank 
University and Newcastle University. This year there will be two group singing masterclasses, 10-12pm on Saturday 
and Sunday at the Community Centre with a performance at The Gathering on Sunday afternoon.  
Attendance across both days is necessary if you wish to participate in the concert.
Please email choir@orkneyfolkfestival.com to book your place.

New venue in Stromness
Alongside the return of our new Festival Club, this year there will 
be a new bar and session venue downstairs in the Stromness 
Community Centre 4    - hosted by Lost Orchards Cider, who 
will be showcasing their excellent range of Gold Medal 
Award-winning Scottish ciders, alongside local beers 
and spirits. 
Lost Orchards Cider produces international award-
winning cider, using Scotland’s home grown apples and 
fruit, through the planting of apple trees to bring back 
Scotland’s lost orchards - with over 7,000 trees planted 
to date! With three delicious flavours - Scottish Pure 
Apple, Scottish Dark Berries and Scottish Red Berries 
and Lime - as well as a low alcohol version of their 
Pure Apple cider, there’s truly something for everyone 
to enjoy. 
We are delighted to be welcoming Lost Orchards Cider 
to the festival, and look forward to a joint celebration 
of the great joy and connection of folk music and 
cider-making, which goes back to its roots through 
many generations.

LOST ORCHARDS
BAR & VENUE
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Belt Hid Oot! (Orkney) 
A band of students from Stromness Academy, Belt Hid Oot! boasts skilled 
young players and cracking multi-instrumental arrangements, and a 
repertoire spanning traditional Orcadian, Scottish, Irish and Scandinavian 
tunes, as well as some written by the youngsters themselves. At the helm 
is music teacher and fiddler, Laura Eunson – a former student of Douglas 
Montgomery, and graduate of the very first incarnation of Hadhirgaan.
Blazin’ Fiddles (Scotland/Orkney) 
Encompassing a rare and virtuosic selection of the fiddle’s diverse 
Highland and island voices, with ensemble and solo-led sets both backed 
by powerhouse guitar and piano, Blazin’ Fiddles formed for a one-off 
tour of the Highlands in 1999 and are now widely recognised as one of 
Scotland’s foremost folk groups. The four-fiddle frontline of Inverness’ Bruce 
MacGregor, Shetlander Jenna Reid, Nairn’s Rua Macmillan, and Orkney’s 
very own Kristan Harvey ignites atop second-to-none accompaniment from 
Anna Massie and Angus Lyon.

The Brewers (Orkney) 
A family band from Holm, The Brewers are siblings Zack, Vaila and 
Katie, accompanied by their dad, Andy. With a love of traditional and 
contemporary folk music from around the world, the quartet sing, and play 
fiddles, flute and the occasional ukulele.

Brìghde Chaimbeul (Scotland) 
Winner of the Horizon Award at the BBC Radio 
2 Folk Awards, Brìghde Chaimbeul is one of 
Scotland’s fastest rising stars. A native Gaelic 
speaker, her piping style is rooted in her 
indigenous language and culture, but draws 
inspiration from a variety of traditions such as 
from Cape Breton, Eastern Europe and Ireland. 

Her debut album, The Reeling, was named as Folk Album Of The Month by 
The Guardian, given five star reviews in both fRoots and Songlines, and 
lauded by BBC Radio 3’s Late Junction.
Bruce Mainland (Orkney) 
Orcadian Bruce, from Rousay, is an all-round entertainer. An accomplished 
multi-instrumentalist and vocalist, he effortlessly holds a crowd with songs 
covering the sublime to the bizarre – as showcased on his album, The Lang 
Road Doon.
The Chair (Orkney)  
Combining a benignly hedonistic version of Viking berserker spirit with 
a formidable breadth of musicianship, The Chair deliver a turbocharged 
mash-up of folk, blues, rock, dub, klezmer and more. On home turf this 
weekend, the Orcadian multi-instrumental octet formed for the festival 
nearly 20 years ago, and their annual appearance at the Saturday night 
Stomp remains a firm festival highlight.

Dàimh (Scotland) 
Celebrated Highland supergroup Dàimh are a long established festival 
favourite throughout Scotland, Ireland, Europe and across the USA. Twice 

named Folk Band 
of the Year at the 
Scots Trad Music 
Awards, the group 
are unchallenged 
champions and 
exponents of 
straight-up West 
Highland music, 
drawing heavily 

from the rich musical well of their West Lochaber and Skye roots. From 
pyrotechnic jigs and reels to achingly poignant ballads, the five-piece runs 
the full expressive gamut of folk music at its best.
Dean Owens and The Sinners (Scotland) 

An award winning Scottish troubadour, Dean 
Owens’ fans include authors Irvine Welsh and Ian 
Rankin, and BBC broadcasting legend ‘Whispering’ 
Bob Harris. Hard to pin down to a particular genre, 
his music is a unique blend of Scottish roots and 
Americana – the unfettered enthusiasm of a rock n 
roller coupled with the sympathetic delivery of folk’s 

best storytellers.  With a new album out in 2022, The Sinners is a multi 
talented band including bass, guitars and trumpet, with Dean’s voice up 
front –  subtle, soulful and powerful.
Driftwood Cowboys (Orkney)
Three parts Orkney, one part Nashville… The Driftwood Cowboys sound like 
no other band in the isles today. Their songs and tunes portray a landscape 
of Shopping Week Queens, blackening and barbed wire beer… local stories 
sung to the universal tune of the blues, old time country and folk. Featuring 
Duncan McLean, Iain Tait, Douglas Montgomery and Brian Cromarty.
Edwina Hayes (England) 
Edwina Hayes’ beautifully written songs, charming 
stage presence and voice of an angel have won 
her a reputation as a true natural talent of gentle 
folk-Americana. Hailed as ‘the sweetest voice in 
England’ by Nanci Griffith, Edwina has been touring 
extensively for almost twenty years, and is often 
invited to guest on studio albums and support major 
artists around the world - including Jools Holland, Van Morrison, Fairport 
Convention, Nanci Griffith, Loudon Wainwright, Roger McGuinn, KT Tunstall 
and Gretchen Peters.
Ellen MacDonald (Scotland)
Here primarily as lead singer with Daimh, Ellen is a 
highly sought after singer from Inverness. Skilled in 
Gaelic and Scots songs, she also sings with Niteworks 
and SIAN. When Ellen isn’t singing, she can be heard 
voicing various characters for Gaelic cartoons such as 
Alvin from Alvin and the Chipmunks and presents the 
Gaelic channel’s childrens section CBBC Alba.
Erika Shearer (Orkney) 
A well-known local fiddle player, Erika grew up surrounded by music. Her 
parents, Billy and Ingi Jolly, regularly welcomed the likes of Hugh Inkster, 
Davy Eunson, Tommy Mainland and Colin Pirie round for tunes, and it 
is these musicians, and the Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society, that 
inspired her. She is a well known face amongst Orkney’s traditional music 
community, regularly playing with the Ronald Anderson Dance Band.

Who’s who in '22 Who’s who in '22
Fara (Orkney/Scotland) 
Home-grown quartet Fara return to the festival presenting brand new 
music from their hotly-anticipated third album. Kristan Harvey, Jeana Leslie 
and Catriona Price’s three fiddles and voices are now backed by Rory 
Matheson on piano, marking a new chapter for the heralded group. With 
performances in London’s Royal Albert Hall and the Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall, as well festivals including Cambridge Folk Festival, Tønder Festival 
in Denmark, and Brittany’s Festival Interceltique de Lorient to their name, 
we’re delighted to welcome Fara home once again!
Gnoss (Orkney/Scotland) 
Formed by the award-winning Orkney duo of fiddler/mandolinist Graham 
Rorieand singer-guitarist Aidan Moodie – with Connor Sinclair (flute/
whistles) and Craig Baxter (bodhran/stomp) – Gnoss combine livewire 
instrumental sets with richly stirring song arrangement. Double BBC Alba 
Scots Trad Music Awards nominees, the young quartet have garnered a loyal 
following with their high-spirited take on traditional music coupled with the 
unique warmth of their live shows - as recently showcased on their 2021 
sophomore album, The Light of the Moon released to wide critical acclaim.
Graham Rorie: The Orcadians of Hudson Bay (Orkney/Scotland) 
An award-winning Orcadian fiddle and mandolin player, Graham Rorie 
presents The Orcadians of Hudson Bay; a suite of self-composed music, 
inspired by his fellow Orcadians who travelled to The Hudson’s Bay 
Company in Northern Canada to make their living in the fur industry during 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Accompanied by an all-star band, Graham 
Rorie’s fiddle and electric tenor guitar is joined by Charlie Stewart (double 
bass), Kristan Harvey (fiddle), Padruig Morrison (accordion), Rory Matheson 
(piano) and Signy Jakobsdottir (drums and percussion).
Hadhirgaan (Orkney) 
A highly celebrated youth project, Hadhirgaan features a rolling army of 
young musicians who attend Kirkwall Grammar School, led by instrumental 
instructor Douglas Montgomery. Over 200 players have been part of of the 
Hadhirgaan family in its near-25 years (including a great many now weel-
kent Orcadian musicians), who consistently impress with their youthful, yet 
supremely talented, energy and driving tunes.
Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band (Denmark) 
Denmark’s number-one folk diva, Helene Blum, and 
master fiddle player Harald Haugaard are firmly 
established as two of the finest interpreters and 
innovators in the Danish musical tradition, bringing to 
life the nation’s cultural heritage at the very highest 
level of artistry. Joined by Kirstine Elise Pedersen on 
cello, guitarist Mikkel Grue and percussionist Sune 
Rahbek, the Blum and Haugaard Band is one of the 
top acts on the Danish folk music scene, striking 
directly to the heart and reaching into the very soul of the listener.
Hullion (Orkney) 
Celebrating more than 30 years performing together, Hullion are a real crowd-
pleaser, and Orkney Folk Festival favourites. Popular throughout the county and 
well beyond these shores, the group - Andy Cant, Billy Jolly, Ingi Jolly, Micky 
Austin, and Owen Tierney - mix fiddle, mandolin, bagpipes, harmonica, guitar 
and bass with songs and uproarious banter to produce a timeless blend.
James and Ellen Grieve (Orkney)
A mother and son duo from the Island of Rousay who enjoy nothing more 
than sharing the joy of playing music and having fun together. James, a 
private music teacher, has progressed from his first concert and lesson 
on the same day, to being highly regarded as one of Orkney’s most 
accomplished accordionists. Ellen never let go of her childhood dream 
to play the accordion and after 60 years, she recently joined James in 
graduating with a BA(Hons) Applied music degree.

Jennifer Austin and Eric Linklater (Orkney) 
Renowned Orcadian instrumentalists, Jennifer Austin and Eric Linklater 
are amongst the isles’ finest traditional musicians. A piano player and 
composer from Kirkwall, Jennifer has toured with Rachel Sermanni, 
Fara, Adam Holmes and Heidi Talbot amongst others, and has written 
and performed music for a number of films. A graduate of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, Eric is a fiddle player and composer who 
released his debut CD at just 17 years old, and has performed in venues as 
diverse as Kirkwall’s St Magnus Cathedral, and Glasgow’s Hydro arena.
Jenny Keldie and Brian Cromarty (Shetland/Orkney) 
An immensely popular vocal duo, both based in Orkney, Jenny and 
Brian released their debut album, First Light, a few years ago to widespread 
delight. They return to the festival, having appeared as part of the Between 
Islands project, which brought together musicians and singers from 
Orkney, Shetland and the Outer Hebrides in 2019. 
Jo Philby (Orkney)
An expressive and soulful singer, Jo Philby has been a firm fixture in the 
Orkney folk scene for 20 years. Presenting a blend of folk, Americana-
flavoured and contemporary songs, showcased across three albums, Jo 
regularly tours Scotland and England from her Orkney home.
Kate Fletcher and Corwen Broch (Orkney)
Rooted in the British folk tradition, yet with a strong Nordic influence, 
Kate and Corwen’s attraction to the ancient past adds a darker edge 
to their music, often described as ‘hypno-folk’. Sometimes using long 
forgotten instruments, they aim to make music that their ancestors would 
understand and appreciate. 
Karen Tweed and Margaret Robertson (England/Shetland)
When Karen Tweed and Margaret Robertson met at 
the Shetland Folk Festival in 1983 the musical sparks 
flew! The seeds of recording together were sown, 
however life happened but now, almost 40 years 
later, the seeds have grown. The result is ‘Beach Daze’ 
an album from the ‘Island Girls’ featuring their own 
work and arrangements. The Island Girls, Margaret 
from Shetland and Karen now living in Orkney, are delighted to share this 
music with you at the Orkney Folk Festival.
Karine Polwart with Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson (Scotland) 

Widely regarded as amongst Scotland’s finest modern-
day talents, Karine Polwart is a multi-award-winning 
Scottish songwriter and musician, theatre-maker, 
storyteller, spoken-word performer and published 
essayist. Her talent for crafting enduring melodies, 
her gift for saying just enough without overstating her 
case, and the dynamism of her arrangements all come 

together in songs of powerful contemporary relevance - and in the most 
approachable of singing voices, drawing the listener towards her as if a 
fireside storyteller. Karine returns to Orkney with her trio, featuring long-
time musical collaborators Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson.
Kevin Henderson and Neil Pearlman (Shetland/USA) 
A new transatlantic collaboration of two musical heavyweights, Kevin 
Henderson and Neil Pearlman released their debut album, Burden Lake, 
in 2020. A standard bearer for Shetland’s rich fiddling tradition, Kevin 
Henderson is widely revered as a member Fiddlers’ Bid, Boys of the Lough, 
Session A9 and The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc, whilst celebrated US pianist Neil 

Pearlman is recognised across the 
Celtic world for his unique approach 
to piano accompaniment, rooted in 
Cape Breton and Scottish traditions 
with jazz, funk and Latin accents.
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The Langan Band (Scotland) 
With a deceptively stripped-back line-up of vocals, guitar, fiddle, bass 
and percussion, The Langan Band’s extravagantly freewheeling yet tautly 
configured sound embraces Celtic, Roma, bluegrass, flamenco, swing and 
punk elements, topped with vibrant vocal harmonies. Renowned for their 
infectiously energetic live shows, the band are as at home on a festival 
stage to tens of thousands, as they are raising the roof of a village hall. 

Whilst the group’s 
output defies 
pigeonholes, it 
emphatically 
unites audiences 
and critics alike.

Login’s Well (Orkney) 
An Orkney-based singer/songwriter and guitarist, Frank Keenan has a keen 
ear for a good song, and writes about his island homeland and love of the 
landscape. Always delicately arranged, with skill and poignancy, Frank and the 
band’s set will take you on a musical journey through the isles and beyond.
Madison Violet (Canada) 

With heart-wrenching songwriting and luscious 
harmonies combined with the natural storytelling 
of folk, the rhythms of Americana and catchy 
pop hooks, Madison Violet have been captivating 
audiences and critics alike for over two decades. 
A Juno nomination, Canadian Folk Music Award, 

Critic’s Choice Award from Country Music People’s Magazine, and the John 
Lennon Songwriting Grand Prize are just some of Brenley MacEachern and 
Lisa MacIsaac’s shared accolades. Both acclaimed multi-instrumentalists 
and songwriters, the duo’s unparalleled musical connection delivers a truly 
captivating live show.
The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc (Norway/Sweden/Shetland) 

The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc 
is a meeting of three 
virtuoso fiddlers from 
different Nordic regions, 
each steeped in centuries 
of traditional music. Olav 
Luksengård Mjelva, Anders 
Hall and Kevin Henderson 
hail from Norway, Sweden 

and Shetland, respectively, and unite to explore and honour each other’s 
traditions, blending their three distinct flavours into a sound that is 
ultimately unique, whilst meaningful, intense and invigorating.
Norn (Orkney)
Norn is a two-piece from Holm consisting of fiddle player Zack Brewer 
and guitarist Hamish Knox. Once regular buskers for tourists in Kirkwall, 
they can now be heard every weekend on the streets of Edinburgh. 
They play traditional Orcadian, Scottish, Irish and Norwegian tunes 
with the occasional wildcard thrown in, but they always maintain their 
unique style no matter what they’re playing. During the pandemic the 
duo uploaded videos online, but they’re glad to be in front of a live 
audience again.
Orkney Accordion & Fiddle Club (Orkney) 
A mainstay of Orkney’s traditional scene, the Orkney Accordion and Fiddle 
Club has been playing together regularly since the late 1970s. As well as 
providing a welcoming, friendly atmosphere for players to come together 
for weekly tunes, throughout the summer they host hugely popular monthly 
guest nights - and in 2015 were named the MG Alba Scots Trad Music 
Awards’ Club of the Year.

Orkney Folk Festival Choir (Orkney)
We are delighted to welcome back Aimée Leonard to once again lead the 
Orkney Folk Festival Choir. Aimée is an Estill Master Trainer who works with 
all voice users and currently teaches voice and singing at London Southbank 
University and Newcastle University. This year there will be two group 
singing masterclasses, 10-12pm on Saturday and Sunday at the Community 
Centre with a performance at The Gathering on Sunday afternoon.  
Attendance across both days is necessary if you wish to participate in the 
concert. Please email choir@orkneyfolkfestival.com to book your place.
Orkney Rocks (Orkney) 
Orkney Rocks! is a choir for adults who enjoy a good old sing song and 
want to have fun, and ideal for anyone who has always wanted to be in 
a choir but hasn’t fancied anything too strict or time-consuming. The 
choir is run by three people - Cameron Stout, Cheryl Gould, and Elaine 
Bain - who do so in their spare time, thoroughly enjoying providing 
the singers with a fun and relaxed environment, whilst not taking 
themselves too seriously!
Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society (Orkney) 
Looking ahead to its 75th anniversary in 2023, the Orkney Strathspey and 
Reel Society is rightly regarded as one of the county’s most respected and 
established musical groups. Since its founding in 1948, the society has 
included many weel-kent Orcadian musicians such as Pat Shearer, Ronnie 
Aim, Hugh Inkster, Davy Eunson and Jennifer and Hazel Wrigley.
Orkney Traditional Music Project (Orkney)
Formed in 1998 to nurture traditional accordion and fiddle playing in 
the county, the OTMP has, in its two decades since, tutored well over a 
thousand students. Demonstrating that Orkney’s traditional music is in 
very good hands, the project has helped to establish many fine fiddlers 
and accomplished accordionists – a great number of whom now appear 
elsewhere in this programme in their own right.
Orkney Voices (Orkney)
Orkney Voices started in 2018 as a spaece whaar Orcadian spaekers could 
finnd waeys o writan an spaekan aboot writeen in Orcadian, Engleesh, or a 
combination. The group is noo pert o the George Mackay Brown Fellowship. 
In the past twa years o lockdoon, thir kept was Zoom and the members aer 
performed online and in-person. In October 2021, fur GMB’s centenary, they 
launched thir first book, Gousters, Glims and Veerie-orums.
The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band (Shetland) 
One of Shetland’s best-known 
accordionists, Peter Wood’s 
dance band is a favourite 
throughout the northern isles 
and beyond. With Andy Kain 
on fiddle, guitarist Arthur 
Nicolson, and Graham Jamieson on drums, Peter and his band present a 
mixture of traditional, continental, Scandinavian, swing and country music - 
set to be a sure fire hit with dancers on their second visit to the festival
Ruach (Scotland) 
Borne out of Aberdeen’s traditional session scene, Ruach are Finn O’Neill, 
Euan Reid, Craig Dyke and Kenn Clark. Their vibrant and energetic 
arrangements of traditional and self-penned tunes - on accordion, 
mandolin, mandola, guitar and banjo - are complemented by stirring songs.
Saltfishforty (Orkney) 
Douglas Montgomery (fiddle/viola) and Brian Cromarty (vocals/guitar/
mandola) brilliantly transcend the duo format’s conventional confines. 
Their focus on Orkney music takes in traditional, contemporary and original 
material, with influences from Americana to East European folk, plus a high-
octane whiff of heavy metal. The result is a sound of equally thrilling raw 
attack and multi-dimensional richness, as showcased on their five albums.

Sarah Jane Gibbon and Emma Grieve (Orkney) 
‘Sister Act’ Sarah Jane and Emma have been singing together since 
they were bairns. Brought up in a musical household in Harray, they 
were schooled in traditional singing and harmonies from an early age. 
Championing Orkney songs and dialect, and using their professional skills 
as archaeologist/historian and writer/English teacher to good effect, they 
produce songs of place, time and ethereal beauty.
Scott Gardiner (Scotland) 
Scott is one of Scotland’s top traditional 
singers, and has been performing at 
concerts and festivals across the country 
since his schooldays. Brought up on a farm 
near Forfar, he is best known for singing 
the bothy ballads and songs of the north-
east, having a particular love for his local 
Angus folk songs.
Skeldro (Orkney) 
Local group Skeldro play and arrange a variety of traditional Orcadian, 
Shetland and Scottish tunes. Skilled young fiddle players Emma Tulloch, 
Fiona Casely, Iona Seator and Ewen Rorie are joined by Andrew Dennison 
on piano, and can be seen performing throughout Orkney and beyond.
Skerryvore (Scotland) 
Twice winners of Scotland’s traditional music Live Act of the Year award, 
Skerryvore’s unique fusion of folk, trad, rock and pop has firmly placed 

them as one of the country’s biggest and best-loved acts, with a worldwide 
fanbase grown from regular touring throughout the USA, Canada and 
Australia, as well as the UK and Europe. Originally a quartet, from the Isle 
of Tiree, the eight-strong group enjoyed daytime BBC Radio 2 playlisting 
in 2021, and amidst renewed worldwide touring throughout the year make 
their debut Orkney appearances in 2022!
Siobhan Miller (Scotland) 

Scottish folk singer and songwriter 
Siobhan Miller’s soulful and stirring 
renewal of traditional song has won her 
a BBC Radio 2 Folk Award, and the BBC 
Alba Scots Trad Music Awards’ Scots 
Singer of the Year an unprecedented 
four times. Recently featured amongst 
the star-studded 2022 line-up of 
Transatlantic Sessions, Siobhan’s fourth 
solo album, All is Not Forgotten was 
released to critical acclaim in 2020, 
achieving radio play on BBC Radio 2, 3 

and 4. She is joined by acclaimed guitarist Innes White, Charlie Stewart on 
fiddle, and sought-after double-bassist Euan Burton.
Stromness RBL Pipe Band (Orkney) 
The Stromness Royal British Legion Pipe Band prides itself in being a 
community band, with membership open to all. The thriving group is made 
up of folk from all walks of life – school bairns to pensioners – and has won 
a host of accolades, including the RBL overall championships, North of 
Scotland Quartets and Miniband champions in Grades 4 and 3.

SVER (Norway/Sweden) 
From the wistful and dreamy, to frenzied, pounding, sweaty floor-fillers, 
SVER’s music is grounded in the roots of their native Norway and 
Sweden, fused with a bold sense of experimentation and excitement. Olav 
Luksengård Mjelva (fiddle and Hardanger fiddle), Anders Hall (fiddle and 
viola), Leif Ingvar Ranøien (diatonic accordion), Adam Johansson (guitar) 
and Jens Linell (drums and percussion)’s imaginative soundscapes, 
grooves and melodies take the listener deep amongst Norwegian fjords 
and mountains, through lively pubs and basement clubs, and back out into 
the deep forest of their unparalleled musicality.
Talisk (Scotland) 
Talisk rank highly amongst the most in-demand 
folk-based groups to emerge from Scotland in 
the last decade. Alongside extensive touring, 
and appearances at leading festivals across 
multiple continents, Talisk have stacked up 
major awards for their groundbreaking, explosively energetic, artfully 
woven sound. Mohsen Amini, Graeme Armstrong and Benedict Morris fuse 
concertina, guitar and fiddle to produce an inthralling, genre-bending, 
multi-layered signature that captivates audiences worldwide. At its core, 
three seemingly acoustic instruments - in the hands of three master 
craftsmen; one unmistakable, bold sound and captivating live show.
Tannara (Scotland/Orkney) 
Bold, creative, and original; Tannara have established themselves as one 
of the UK’s most interesting and unique contemporary folk groups. With a 

background in Scotland’s 
native traditions, theirs is a 
melting pot of ideas, genres 
and sounds: from indie 
rock to electronica, as well 

as Scotland’s vibrant and diverse folk scene. Unafraid to experiment, their 
music is an electrifying meeting place: punchy and clean, riotous and gritty, 
tender and honest. On fiddle, harp, guitar, accordion and vocals, Tannara 
make an intensely considered musical world which is uniquely theirs.
West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society (Orkney) 
Having recently celebrated their diamond jubilee, the West Mainland 
Strathspey and Reel Society are your hosts for the annual Orkney 
Folk Festival Fiddlers’ Rally. From humble beginnings, the society now 
welcomes more than fifty fiddlers and accordionists, aged 8 to 80+, to their 
weekly rehearsals and performances throughout the county.
Yorkston/Thorne/Khan (Scotland/England/India) 
The serendipitous collaboration between Fife singer-songwriter James Yorkston, 
English jazzer Jon Thorne and eighth-generation Indian classical sarangi player 
and singer Suhail Yusuf Khan richly exemplifies how music operates without 
boundaries as a common international language and a source of cross-
cultural unity. Having met by chance in 2015, Yorkston/Thorne/Khan’s musical 
explorations are well informed by each of their rich musical heritages, but never 
reverential; rather, carving 
excitingly new, shared ground. 
Their third album, Navarasa: 
Nine Emotions, melds influences 
and inspirations including 
Burns, Dick Gaughan, Sufi 
poetry and traditional ragas.

Who’s who in '22 Who’s who in '22
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Thursday 26 Thursday 26 Thursday 26 Thursday 26
Karine Polwart with Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson
Skerryvore
Talisk 
Jennifer Austin and Eric Linklater
Stromness RBL Pipe Band

Madison Violet 
Siobhan Miller 
Brìghde Chaimbeul 
The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band 
Kate Fletcher and Corwen Broch

Fara
Gnoss
Tannara

Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:     Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:    Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: 

HARRAY CONCERT ¿ Harray Community Centre ¿ 7.30–10pm £18 c.£10EV
EN

T 4
The Langan Band 
Dean Owens and The Sinners
Edwina Hayes
Login’s Well

Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band 
Dàimh
Saltfishforty

OPENING CONCERT ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 7.30–10pm £22/£20/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 1 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

FINSTOWN CONCERT ¿ Firth Community Centre ¿ 7.30–10pm £18 c.£10EV
EN

T 2 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

SANDWICK CONCERT ¿ Sandwick Community Hall ¿ 7.30–10pm £18 c.£10EV
EN

T 3 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

FESTIVAL CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 10.30pm–1am £22EV
EN

T 5 Doors open 10pm
2.5hrs with intervals

Orkney
Archaeology

Tours

LOST ORCHARDS
Festival Club Bar

Delighted to be 
providing bar 
services in the 
Festival Club

LOST ORCHARDS
BAR & VENUE

Join us at the NEW VENUE in the
Stromness Community Centre

Sample our delicious range of ciders 
A wide selection of local beers and 
spirits will also be available
along with a selection of snacks 
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Friday 27 Friday 27 Friday 27 Friday 27
Edwina Hayes
SVER
Jo Philby

Talisk 
Tannara
Fara
Ruach

Siobhan Miller 
Orkney Voices

Blazin’ Fiddles 
Yorkston/Thorne/Khan
Dean Owens and The Sinners
Skeldro

Skerryvore
Madison Violet 
SVER
Hadhirgaan 
Belt Hid Oot!

Brìghde Chaimbeul
The Langan Band 
Edwina Hayes
The Brewers

Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band 
Kevin Henderson and Neil Pearlman
Gnoss
Erika Shearer
Dance: The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band

Karine Polwart with Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson
Fara
Jenny Keldie and Brian Cromarty

Talisk
Dàimh

LUNCHTIME CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 12noon–2pm £18EV
EN

T 6 Doors open 11.45am
2hrs with short intervals

AFTERNOON CONCERT ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 2.30–4.30pm £18/£16/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 7 Doors open 2pm
2hrs with interval

ACOUSTIC SONG CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 3–5pm £10EV
EN

T 8 Doors open 2.45pm
1hr no interval

STROMNESS CONCERT ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 7.30–10pm £22/£20/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 9 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

PICKAQUOY CONCERT ¿ Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall ¿ 7.30–10pm £20 c.£10EV
EN

T 10 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval

DEERNESS CONCERT ¿ Deerness Community Centre ¿ 7.30–10pm £18 c.£10Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with intervalEV

EN
T 11

BIRSAY CONCERT & DANCE ¿ Birsay Community Hall ¿ 7.30–12.30am £20 c.£10EV
EN

T 12 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval  ¿ Dance 2hrs

FESTIVAL CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 10.30pm-1am £22EV
EN

T 13 Doors open 10pm
2.5hrs with intervals

STOMP ¿ Stromness Academy ¿ 10.30pm-1am £18EV
EN

T 14 Doors open 10pm
2.5hrs with intervals

Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:     Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:    Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: 

J & S ALLAN
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Saturday 28 Saturday 28 Saturday 28 Saturd
Karine Polwart with Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson

Blazin’ Fiddles
Yorkston/Thorne/Khan
Brìghde Chaimbeul
Orkney Rocks

PICKAQUOY CONCERT ¿ Pickaquoy Centre, Kirkwall ¿ 7.30-10pm £20 c.£10Doors open 7pm
2.5hr with intervalEV

EN
T 20

Madison Violet
Siobhan Miller
Driftwood Cowboys 

The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band

LUNCHTIME CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 12noon-2pm £18EV
EN

T 15 Doors open 11.45am
2hrs with intervals

FAMILY CEILIDH ¿ Stromness Academy ¿ 2-4pm  £7 c.£3EV
EN

T 16 Doors open 1.30pm
2hrs with interval

THE ORCADIANS OF HUDSON BAY ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 2.30-4pm  £18/£16/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 17 Doors open 2pm
1.5hrs no interval

Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:     Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:    Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: 

Dàimh
Tannara
Siobhan Miller
Orkney Traditional Music Project

Madison Violet
Dean Owens and The Sinners
Edwina Hayes
Hullion
Dance: The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band

HOLM CONCERT ¿ Holm Community Centre ¿ 7.30-10pm £18 c.£10Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with intervalsEV

EN
T 21

HARRAY CONCERT & DANCE ¿ Harray Community Centre ¿ 7.30pm–12.30am £20 c.£10
Doors open 7pm
concert: 2.5hrs with interval
dance: 2hrsEV

EN
T 22

FESTIVAL CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 10.30pm–1am £22EV
EN

T 23 Doors open 10pm
2.5hrs with interval

STOMP ¿ Stromness Academy ¿ 10.30pm-1am £18EV
EN

T 24 Doors open 10pm
2.5hrs with interval

Talisk 
The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc
Graham Rorie: The Orcadians of Hudson Bay

The Chair 
The Langan Band

Inspired by his fellow Orcadians who travelled to The Hudson’s Bay Company in Northern Canada to 
make their living in the fur industry during the 18th and 19th centuries, Graham Rorie presents The 
Orcadians of Hudson Bay. The port of Stromness was the last stop for ships leaving Britain before they 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean. Orcadians, who were used to living and working in a harsh climate at 
home, became popular employees of the company, and, by 1800, 79% of The Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
employees were from the isles.
The culmination of four years’ research and writing, The Orcadians of Hudson Bay debuted to a 
sellout crowd at Celtic Connections 2020, and makes its way ‘home’ to the Orkney Folk Festival 2022. 
Accompanied by an all-star band, Graham Rorie’s fiddle and electric tenor guitar is joined by Charlie 
Stewart (double bass), Kristan Harvey (fiddle), 
Padruig Morrison (accordion), Rory Matheson (piano) 
and Signy Jakobsdottir (drums and percussion).

Following the success of this 2019 event, Peter Wood will be calling the dances 
and giving instructions for all ages and abilities - mums, dads, boys, girls, 
grannies, grandads, aunts, uncles etc - come along and join in the dancing or 
simply listen to one of the best dance bands in the country.

Edwina Hayes
Sarah Jane Gibbon and Emma Grieve

SVER
Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band
Kevin Henderson and Neil Pearlman 
Margaret Robertson and Karen Tweed

ACOUSTIC SONG CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 3-5pm  £10EV
EN

T 18 Doors open 2.45pm
2hrs with interval

STROMNESS CONCERT ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 7.30-10pm  £22/£20/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 19 Doors open 7pm
2.5hrs with interval E .  F L E T T
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Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band
Brìghde Chaimbeul
Norn

West Mainland Strathspey and Reel Society 
Orkney Strathspey and Reel Society 
Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club 
Guest: The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band

Talisk
Madison Violet
Siobhan Miller
James and Ellen Grieve

Members of Fara  and  Gnoss 
Karen Tweed • Saltfishforty 
The Chair • Jennifer Austin
The Orkney Folk Festival Choir
Eric Linklater   and many more ...

LUNCHTIME CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 12noon-2pm £18EV
EN

T 25 Doors open 11.45am
2hrs with interval

FIDDLERS' RALLY ¿ Stromness Academy ¿ 2-4pm £10 c.£5EV
EN

T 27 Doors open 1.30pm
2.5hrs with interval

SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN HARRAY ¿ Harray Community Centre ¿ 2-4.30pm £18 c.£10EV
EN

T 28 Doors open 1.30pm
2.5hrs with interval

ORKNEY FOLK: THE GATHERING ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 2-4.30pm £18/£16/£10 c.£10EV
EN

T 26 Doors open 1.30pm
2.5hrs with interval

Ellen MacDonald
Bruce Mainland

Blazin’ Fiddles 
Siobhan Miller 
Yorkston/Thorne/Khan
Brìghde Chaimbeul
Edwina Hayes
Ruach

SUNDAY SONG CLUB ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 3–5pm £10Doors open 2.45pm
2hrs with intervalEV

EN
T 29

FAREWELL CONCERT ONE ¿ Stromness Town Hall ¿ 6.30–10pm £25/£22/£10 c.£10Doors open 6pm
3.5hrs with intervalEV

EN
T 30

Karine Polwart with Steven Polwart and Inge Thomson
SVER
Kevin Henderson and Neil Pearlman
Dean Owens and The Sinners
The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc
Tannara

Talisk 
Helene Blum and Harald Haugaard Band 
Madison Violet 
Dàimh
The Langan Band
The Peter Wood Shetland Dance Band

FAREWELL CONCERT TWO ¿ Stromness Community Centre ¿ 6.30–10pm £25 c.£10EV
EN

T 31 Doors open 6pm
3.5hrs with interval

FAREWELL CONCERT THREE ¿ Stromness Academy ¿ 7–10.30pm £25 c.£10Doors open 6.30pm
3.5hrs with intervalEV

EN
T 32

Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:     Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: Theatre Seating:    Cabaret Seating:    Bar:    Soft Drinks:    Snacks Available:    Standing/Limited Seating:    Dance:  Disabled Access: 

Sunday 29 Sunday 29 Sunday 29 Sunday 29

A celebration; 10 years since the first legendary show many of the original cast are reuniting. 
Douglas Montgomery picks up the reins and puts on a show celebrating the best of Orkney music. 
For too long live music has been constrained, this concert will be a reunion in more ways than 
one. In Orkney, music is a social event and stitches together the fabric of Orkney life. Without it 
we have been bereft , but no more. Come and enjoy the camaraderie, bonhomie and welcome back 
The Gathering.
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Merchandise 
New for 2022, we are very excited to be opening 
a dedicated Festival Shop in Stromness! 
Head on past our pop-up shop at 113 Victoria 
Street, Stromness to browse our fabulous 
selection of festival merchandise - including 
environmentally-friendly sweaters and T-shirts, 
reusable glass coffee cups and bottles, live 
festival CDs, enamel pins, tote bags and more! 
We’ll also be stocking a full range of artist CDs 
and merchandise, so be sure to pop by and 
stock up. 
And if you can’t wait until the festival itself, orders 
for festival merchandise can be placed online - 
either for home delivery in advance, or collection 
in Stromness during the festival week.

Cheers! 
What better way to toast the return of the live festival, than with one of our official Orkney 
Folk Festival drinks - made right here in Orkney!
Swannay Brewery’s limited edition (and mighty tasty!) Orkney Session ale will be back in 
cans and cask for the festival, and our friends at the Kirkjuvagr distillery have another run 
of their cracking Orkney Foy gin. Both are available in local pubs over the weekend, and 
in shops to take home and keep the festival vibes going. 
It ’s been a long two years. We can’t wait to have you all back in Stromness. Cheers!

Festival Patrons
The festival’s supporters programme - Patronage - is a vital source of income year-round, and 
we are eternally grateful for the generosity of individual festival-goers that contribute in this 
way. 
For an annual payment of just £20, Patrons receive advance access to booking festival tickets, 
as well as discounted travel from mainland Scotland to Orkney with NorthLink Ferries, and 10% 
off festival merchandise (excluding any artist goods). 
Going one step further, Membership of Patron Plus combines the benefits of patronage with 
a monthly prize draw - adding a bonus in return for year-round support. For a minimum of just 
a £5 monthly Direct Debit, members are entered into a draw for half the funds collected that 
month (currently over £250), whilst the other half supports the work of the festival. 
For more information on Patronage: orkneyfolkfestival.com/patronage 

Volunteers
There are also many hundreds of individuals who give the festival a gift as equally precious as 
financial returns: their time! Whether it ’s the 12-strong committee (the festival board) steering 
the ship throughout the year, the Box Office team, drivers, front of house staff, ushers, runners, 
artist liaisons, village hall committees, raffle sellers, tea and sandwich makers, or the many more 
essential groups of folk that the festival just couldn’t operate without… you are all amazing.

Thank you!

In association with The Orkney Distillery

New ORKNEY FOY Gin
Each purchase gives a donation to the Orkney Folk Festival

This special edition of Orkney Distilling’s Kirkjuvagr 
gin pays homage to the traditional island foy, an 
eagerly anticipated night of music and entertainment

Available in local shops and bars 
and on tap in the Festival Club

Design: Colin Keldie - K4 Graphics   •   Printed at The Orcadian Ltd


